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Light 10pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and the mean 

annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium completely from 

the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only thin 

surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important role in caliche formation, 

by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide 

levels here can exceed 15 times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to 

dissolve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicarbon-

ate is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon dioxide 

level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A mixture of calcium 

carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, then small clumps, then a 

discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. However, caliche also forms in other ways. It 

can form when water rises through capillary action. In an arid region, rainwater sinks into the 

ground very quickly. Later, as the surface dries out, the water below the surface rises, carry-

ing up dissolved minerals from lower layers. These precipitate as water evaporates and car-

bon dioxide is lost. This water movement forms a caliche that is close to the surface. Caliche 

can also form on outcrops of porous rocks or in rock fissures near larger formations.

Regular 10pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and the mean 

annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium completely from 

the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only thin 

surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important role in caliche formation, 

by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide 

levels here can exceed 15 times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate 

to dissolve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicar-

bonate is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon 

dioxide level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A mixture of 

calcium carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, then small clumps, 

then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. However, caliche also forms in other 

ways. It can form when water rises through capillary action. In an arid region, rainwater sinks 

into the ground very quickly. Later, as the surface dries out, the water below the surface 

rises, carrying up dissolved minerals from lower layers. These precipitate as water evapo-

rates and carbon dioxide is lost. This water movement forms a caliche that is close to the 

surface. Caliche can also form on outcrops of porous rocks near larger rock fissures.

Process Type Foundry

Adjunct Text Settings



Medium 10pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and the mean 

annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium completely from 

the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only thin 

surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important role in caliche formation, 

by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide 

levels here can exceed 15 times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate 

to dissolve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicar-

bonate is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon 

dioxide level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A mixture of 

calcium carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, then small clumps, 

then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. However, caliche also forms in 

other ways. It can form when water rises through capillary action. In an arid region, rainwa-

ter sinks into the ground very quickly. Later, as the surface dries out, the water below the 

surface rises, carrying up dissolved minerals from lower layers. These precipitate as water 

evaporates and carbon dioxide is lost. This water movement forms a caliche that is close to 

the surface. Caliche can also form on outcrops of porous rocks or in larger rock fissures.

Bold 10pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and the mean 

annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium completely from 

the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only 

thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important role in caliche for-

mation, by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon 

dioxide levels here can exceed 15 times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium 

carbonate to dissolve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the cal-

cium bicarbonate is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, 

the carbon dioxide level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. 

A mixture of calcium carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, then 

small clumps, then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. However, caliche 

also forms in other ways. It can form when water rises through capillary action. In an arid 

region, rainwater sinks into the ground very quickly. Later, as the surface dries out, the 

water below the surface rises, carrying up dissolved minerals from lower layers. These 

precipitate as water evaporates and carbon dioxide is lost. This water movement forms a 

caliche that is close to the surface. Caliche can also form on outcrops of porous rock.
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Light 12pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and 
the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium 
completely from the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach 
calcium at all and only thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an 
important role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide 
into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 times normal 
atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to dissolve as bicarbonate. Where 
rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicarbonate is carried down into 
the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon dioxide level is much 
lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A mixture of calcium 
carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, then small clumps, 
then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. However, caliche also forms 
in other ways. It can form when water rises through capillary action. In an arid region, 
rainwater sinks into the ground very quickly. 

Regular 12pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and 
the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium 
completely from the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach 
calcium at all and only thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an 
important role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide 
into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 times nor-
mal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to dissolve as bicarbonate. 
Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicarbonate is carried 
down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon dioxide 
level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A mixture 
of calcium carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, then small 
clumps, then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. However, caliche 
also forms in other ways. It can form when water rises through capillary action. In an 
arid region, rainwater sinks into the ground very quickly. 
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Medium 12pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and 
the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess cal-
cium completely from the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to 
leach calcium at all and only thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots 
play an important role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of carbon 
dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 
times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to dissolve as 
bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicarbonate 
is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon 
dioxide level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A 
mixture of calcium carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, 
then small clumps, then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. Howev-
er, caliche also forms in other ways. It can form when water rises through capillary 
action. In an arid region, rainwater sinks into the ground very quickly.

Bold 12pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and 
the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess cal-
cium completely from the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to 
leach calcium at all and only thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots 
play an important role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of carbon 
dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 
times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to dissolve as 
bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bicarbonate 
is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less biological activity, the carbon 
dioxide level is much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insoluble carbonate. A 
mixture of calcium carbonate and clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, 
then small clumps, then a discernible layer, and finally, a thicker, solid bed. Howev-
er, caliche also forms in other ways. It can form when water rises through capillary 
action. In an arid region, rainwater sinks into the ground very quickly.
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Thin 22pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation  
is less than 65 centimeters per year and the 
mean annual temperature usually lowers. 
Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium com-
pletely from the soil, while in arid climates, 
rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all 
and only thin surface layers of calcite are 
formed. Plant roots play an important role in 
caliche formation, by releasing large amounts 
of carbon dioxide into the horizon of the soil. 
Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 
times normal atmospheric values. This allows 
calcium carbonate to dissolve as bicarbonate. 
Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, 
the calcium bicarbonate is carried down into 
the B horizon, reaching the final resting point.
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Light 14pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less 

than 65 centimeters per year and the mean annual 

temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches 

excess calcium completely from the soil, while in 

very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach 

calcium and only thin surface layers of calcite are 

formed. Plant roots play several important roles in 

caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of 

carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Car-

bon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 times normal 

atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate 

to dissolve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is ade-

quate but not excessive, the calcium bicarbonate is 

carried down into the B horizon. Here there is less 

biological activity, the carbon dioxide level is 

much lower, and the bicarbonate reverts to insolu-

ble carbonate. A mixture of calcium carbonate and 

clay particles accumulates, first forming grains, 

then small clumps, then a discernible layer.
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Light 12pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 

centimeters per year and the mean annual temperature usually 

lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium completely 

from the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is  

inadequate to leach calcium at all and only thin surface 

layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important 

role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of 

carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon diox-

ide levels here can exceed 15 times normal atmospheric val-

ues. This allows calcium carbonate to dissolve as bicarbon-

ate. It ends, where rainfall is adequate, but not excessive.

Light 10pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters 

per year and the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall 

leaches excess calcium completely from the soil, while in very arid  

climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only thin 

surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important 

role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide 

into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 

times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to dis-

solve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the 

calcium bicarbonate is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is 

less biological activity, the carbon dioxide level is much lower.
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Light 9pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters 

per year and the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rain-

fall leaches excess calcium completely from the soil, while in very arid 

climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only thin 

surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important role 

in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide into 

the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can exceed 15 times 

normal atmospheric values. In turn calcium carbonate is able to dissolve.

Light 8pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and 

the mean annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess cal-

cium completely from the soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate 

to leach calcium at all and only thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant 

roots play an important role in caliche formation, by releasing large amounts of 

carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon dioxide levels here can ex-

ceed 15 times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbonate to dissolve 

as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate, the calcium carbonate will evaporate.

Light 7pt.

Caliche forms where annual precipitation is less than 65 centimeters per year and the mean 

annual temperature usually lowers. Higher rainfall leaches excess calcium completely from the 

soil, while in very arid climates, rainfall is inadequate to leach calcium at all and only 

thin surface layers of calcite are formed. Plant roots play an important role in caliche for-

mation, by releasing large amounts of carbon dioxide into the A horizon of the soil. Carbon 

dioxide levels here can exceed 15 times normal atmospheric values. This allows calcium carbon-

ate to dissolve as bicarbonate. Where rainfall is adequate but not excessive, the calcium bi-

carbonate is carried down into the B horizon. Here there is usually less biological activity.
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