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Latin • Italic • Ελληνικά

Elena was designed to perform well under two contrast-
ing usage scenarios: both text-intensive and display 
settings. Its low stroke contrast makes this range of use 
possible without the face becoming brittle at text sizes 
or chunky and awkward at display sizes. The overall 
proportions are slightly condensed making it an eco-
nomical face, but a strong horizontal movement in the 
forms keeps the overall feeling open and generous. Its 
high x-height and open counters making it very legible, 
especially at small sizes. 

The typeface Elena is the product of an intensive year of 
study at the University of Reading. This specimen is the 
record of both an achievement and a work in progress.

—Nicole Dotin, July 2007
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charlie is the beloved dog of eric & nicole
It didn’t take long for them to realize he was far too

charming and amiable
to keep to themselves—so they created a website called

love, charlie
where they post photographs of his escapades
is there better material for a specimen than letters to your dog?

After four years of post(card)s
they asked Charlie’s admirers to pen letters extolling his virtues

72 people & a few dogs kindly wrote to Charles

Letters from America
were the most abundant, however people wrote from all over

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Estonia
germany, the Netherlands, norway, Poland, South Africa, Thailand

ακόμα περιμένουµε από την Ελλάδα
the United Kingdom

overview
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To: 
Charlie
From: 
Kayla

[ #13 ] Personal Ad from Walpole, Massachusetts

Display Sizes • 105 pt



7

I saw you online. 

If so, let’s cross leashes.

It’s clear you’re a sensitive guy who loves long 
walks, chewing toys, snuggling, a plush  
blanket and a quiet evening with your people.

I’ve been watching you from afar for years now. Interested 
in friendship (or maybe more?) with a like-minded fellow.

Is it time we met? 
I am a sbf living in the States, but I 
think destiny can overcome distance. 
Do you enjoy having your tummy rubbed, exploring 
the olfactory elements, and tidbits of people food... 

(even tastier when snatched from the hands of small children)?

Display Sizes • 12 to 40 pt
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Text Sizes • 6, 7 & 8 pt

Beautiful greyhound
Your adventures make me smile
You brighten my day!

[ #1 ] Rachael, England, UK

Oh Charles. Who knew that
Italian Greyhounds could squint
So adorably?

[ #8 ] Bethany, New Bedford, MA

Charlie crosses pond
And takes Old Blighty by storm
Throw the ball Eric!

[ #62 ] Bridget Nelson, St Paul, MN

[ #49 ] letter from Cobourg, Ontario, Canada 

7/10
Charlie, I come to see you every day. And... I’m not 
really sure why. I think partly because of the photogra-
phy, the fact that someone has taken so much time to 
be patient with you, patient with themselves, in order 
to find something that reflects you. A dog! ¶I love that 
you’re ‘my online dog’ with no messes or feedings to take 
care of, that you’re still there at the end of my busy day, 
reflecting more often than not my own sentiments of the 
day’s happenings. ¶I came to see the cute coats made by 
your owner and got caught up in the story of you. 
—Love you Charlie, Lesley Marie

7/9
Charlie, I come to see you every day. And... I’m not 
really sure why. I think partly because of the photogra-
phy, the fact that someone has taken so much time to 
be patient with you, patient with themselves, in order 
to find something that reflects you. A dog! ¶I love that 
you’re ‘my online dog’ with no messes or feedings to take 
care of, that you’re still there at the end of my busy day, 
reflecting more often than not my own sentiments of the 
day’s happenings. ¶I came to see the cute coats made by 
your owner and got caught up in the story of you. 
—Love you Charlie, Lesley Marie

8/11
Charlie, I come to see you every day. And... 
I’m not really sure why. I think partly because 
of the photography, the fact that someone has 
taken so much time to be patient with you, 
patient with themselves, in order to find some-
thing that reflects you. A dog! ¶I love that you’re 
‘my online dog’ with no messes or feedings to take 
care of, that you’re still there at the end of my busy 
day, reflecting more often than not my own senti-
ments of the day’s happenings. ¶I came to see the 
cute coats made by your owner and got caught 
up in the story of you. 
—Love you Charlie, Lesley Marie

8/10
Charlie, I come to see you every day. And... 
I’m not really sure why. I think partly because 
of the photography, the fact that someone has 
taken so much time to be patient with you, 
patient with themselves, in order to find some-
thing that reflects you. A dog! ¶I love that you’re 
‘my online dog’ with no messes or feedings to take 
care of, that you’re still there at the end of my busy 
day, reflecting more often than not my own senti-
ments of the day’s happenings. ¶I came to see the 
cute coats made by your owner and got caught 
up in the story of you. 
—Love you Charlie, Lesley Marie

Will it be too confusing for [Charlie] to 

[ #21 ] excerpt from tina of Phoenix, Arizona

6/8
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Text Sizes • 6, 9 & 10 pt

10/12
Charlie, I come to see you every day. 
And... I’m not really sure why. I think 
partly because of the photography, the 
fact that someone has taken so much 
time to be patient with you, patient 
with themselves, in order to find 
something that reflects you. A dog!  
¶I love that you’re ‘my online dog’ with 
no messes or feedings to take care of, that 
you’re still there at the end of my busy 
day, reflecting more often than not my 
not my own sentiments of the day’s

9/11
Charlie, I come to see you every day. 
And... I’m not really sure why. I think 
partly because of the photography, the fact 
that someone has taken so much time to 
be patient with you, patient with them-
selves, in order to find something that 
reflects you. A dog! ¶I love that you’re ‘my 
online dog’ with no messes or feedings to take 
care of, that you’re still there at the end of my 
busy day, reflecting more often than not my 

9/12
Charlie, I come to see you every day. 
And... I’m not really sure why. I think 
partly because of the photography, the fact 
that someone has taken so much time to 
be patient with you, patient with them-
selves, in order to find something that 
reflects you. A dog! ¶I love that you’re ‘my 
online dog’ with no messes or feedings to take 
care of, that you’re still there at the end of my 

10/13 

Charlie, I come to see you every day. 
And... I’m not really sure why. I think 
partly because of the photography, the 
fact that someone has taken so much 
time to be patient with you, patient 
with themselves, in order to find 
something that reflects you. A dog!  
¶I love that you’re ‘my online dog’ with 
no messes or feedings to take care of, that 
you’re still there at the end of my busy 
day, reflecting more often than not my 

Mischievous face
Antics always make me smile
Stylish ball-fetcher

[ #36 ] Jennifer

Basking, Charlie lies
Peanut roasting in the sun
Sets our hearts aglow.

[ #38 ] Roosie-Roo & Lucy-Loo,  
San Antonio, TX

Travelling greyhound
He has seen the world, but he
Only wants to sleep.

[ #40 ] Lia & Solo, Palo Alto, CA

find out there is another Prince Charles? 
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[ #19 ] letter from rotterdam, the netherlands

Lieve Charlie, Bijna dagelijks kijk ik naar je, ook al weet 
je dat misschien niet. Jij (of eigenlijk je baasje) gunt mij 
iedere dag een blik in jou bestaan. Lekker slapen in de 
zon op je fleeche-dekentje, kroelen met je baasje, of lekker  
buiten spelen met je bal. Op dat laatste punt na allemaal 
heel herkenbaar van mijn eigen siameesjes, misschien 
vind ik je daarom zo leuk. Jullie hebben veel gemeen.
  Eigenlijk is het gek, want ik ben geen hondenliefheb-
ber. Maar Charlie, jij bent wel lief! En bovendien online 
aanwezig, wat het veel makkelijker maakt om je lief te 
vinden. Ik ruik je niet, ik hoor je nooit blaffen, ik hoef je 
niet uit te laten, niet met een poepzakje achter je aan 
te kuieren en geen hondenvoer klaar te maken voor je. 
Je bent de ideale online-hond, ik zie alleen je goede en 
schattige momenten.
  Ik hou van Charlie!!! Liefs, Agnes 

[ #70 ] letter from estonia

Tere Charlie! Vaatan su pilte tööarvutist iga päev ja 
mõtlen oma italiaano peale, kes ootab mind kodus. Oled 
peaaegu sama armas kui tema! Kõike head, Maarit

[ #15 ] letter from Miami, Florida, usa

ouaf... sniff-sniff. Léchouille. Sniff. Bark bark ouaf. Ouaf! 
Ouaf ouaf ouaf. Ouaaaaf arf ouaf. Léchouille, Ouaf

(traduction)

Cher Charlie, J’adore ton site. Tu es tellement plus 
photogénique que moi (je suis trop noir je suppose, pas 
assez contrasté). De plus, tu as de super vêtements. Et 
tu fais des choses amusantes. J’adorerais jouer à “fetch” 
quand tu seras de retour aux États-Unis. Viens me trouver, 
Lèche de chiot, Bello

Dutch

Estonian

French

Sampling of language-specific character combinations • 9/12
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[ #41 ] letter from Berlin, Germany

Lieber Charlie, von all den vielen Internetseiten, die 
im Laufe eines Arbeitstages auf meinem Bildschirm  
erscheinen, ist Deine immer die netteste und sehr oft 
auch die am besten gemachte!
  Jedes neue Kalenderblatt ist ein Lächeln wert – wie 
könnte ich da zögern, mich mit einem kleinen „Liebe-
sbrief” zu bedanken. Liebe Grüße, Dorothee

[ #63 ] letter from norway

JA! VI ELSKER CHARLIE! Han er en veldig søt hund og vi 
skal savne han. Charlie har så mye fin klær, f.eks han har 
mange små hund jakker. Han er ren kult. Men Charles 
er ikke bare ei Mode-Gud! ‘Chuck’ like også å spise alt 
mulig, men spesielt han er veldig glad nå kaldtbord fra 
Mr Cod er på menyen. Ingen vet hvor mye gammel torsk 
og pølse han har plukt opp fra gaten. Æsj! V&M 

[ #60 ] letter from Kraków, Poland 

Dzień Dobry Charlie, oglądam codziennie Twoją 
stronę internetową (Dlaczego nie pojawiasz się w soboty? 
Czy jesteś Żydem i obchodzisz Szabat?). Chciałabym też 
mieć swoją stronę, ale moja pani nie umie jej zrobić. Robi 
mi czasami zdjęcia, przeważnie nieostre, bo bardzo nie 
lubię pisków aparatu i od razu pędzę, żeby go polizać. 
Mieszkam z czarną labradorką Maliną i rudym kocurem 
Gustawem. A ja mam na imię Mrówka, co w języku 
Twoich Państwa znaczy “ant”. Jestem dużo większa od 
Ciebie, bo jestem bouvierem. Ponieważ wychowałam 
się z labradorką, lubię aportować piłeczkę i chętnie 
pobawiłabym się z Tobą. Ale mieszkasz tak daleko...  
Dobrze, że jest Internet! Inaczej nigdy byśy się nie poznali. 
Pozdrawiam Cię czule, Mrówka z Krakowa

German

Norwegian

polish
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Dear Charlie,
I’m thinking of 
getting a dog.
Love, Lorinda
A cat owner

[ #67 ] letter from Orange County, california 
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Αγαπητέ Τσάρλι
[ #44 ] επιστολή από Νέα Υόρκη

τα πρωινά του Σαββάτου είμαι στεναχωρημένη
Γιατί; Γιατί δεν υπάρχει καινούργια φωτογραφία του όμορφου εαυτού σου

Μου λείπεις τα Σάββατα
Ο δικτυακός σου τόπος είναι ο αγαπημένος μου
Ναι–κοκκινίζω, αλλά στο κάτω-κάτω σου γράφω ραβασάκι 

µε αγγαλιές και φιλιά
Κατ ΜακΚένεϊ, Νέα Υόρκη, ΗΠΑ

9/11
Αγαπητέ Τσάρλι, τα πρωινά του Σαββά-
του είμαι στεναχωρημένη. Γιατί; Γιατί δεν 
υπάρχει καινούργια φωτογραφία του 
όμορφου εαυτού σου. Μου λείπεις τα 
Σάββατα. Ο δικτυακός σου τόπος είναι ο 
αγαπημένος μου. Ναι–κοκκινίζω, αλλά 
στο κάτω-κάτω σου γράφω ραβασάκι. Με 
αγγαλιές και φιλιά, Κατ ΜακΚένεϊ, Νέα

9/12 
Αγαπητέ Τσάρλι, τα πρωινά του Σαββά-
του είμαι στεναχωρημένη. Γιατί; Γιατί δεν 
υπάρχει καινούργια φωτογραφία του 
όμορφου εαυτού σου. Μου λείπεις τα 
Σάββατα. Ο δικτυακός σου τόπος είναι ο 
αγαπημένος μου. Ναι–κοκκινίζω, αλλά 
στο κάτω-κάτω σου γράφω ραβασάκι. Με 
αγγαλιές και φιλιά, Κατ ΜακΚένεϊ, Νέα

8/10
Αγαπητέ Τσάρλι, τα πρωινά του Σαββάτου 
είμαι στεναχωρημένη. Γιατί; Γιατί δεν υπάρχει 
καινούργια φωτογραφία του όμορφου εαυτού 
σου. Μου λείπεις τα Σάββατα. Ο δικτυακός σου 
τόπος είναι ο αγαπημένος μου. Ναι–κοκκινίζω, 
αλλά στο κάτω-κάτω σου γράφω ραβασάκι. Με 
αγγαλιές και φιλιά, Κατ ΜακΚένεϊ, Νέα Υόρκη

8/11
Αγαπητέ Τσάρλι, τα πρωινά του Σαββάτου 
είμαι στεναχωρημένη. Γιατί; Γιατί δεν υπάρχει 
καινούργια φωτογραφία του όμορφου εαυτού 
σου. Μου λείπεις τα Σάββατα. Ο δικτυακός σου 
τόπος είναι ο αγαπημένος μου. Ναι–κοκκινίζω, 
αλλά στο κάτω-κάτω σου γράφω ραβασάκι. Με 
αγγαλιές και φιλιά, Κατ ΜακΚένεϊ, Νέα Υόρκη

Greek • Display & text sizes
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Ακολουθώ τις περιπέτειές σου καθη-
μερινά τα τελευταία δύο χρόνια. Παρά το 
ότι είμαι μεγάλη, έχω μεγάλη αδυναμία 
στα μικρά, χαριτωμένα ζώα. Μπορεί 
να μη σου φαίνεται κομπλιμέντο, αλλά 
μοιάζεις σε πολλά, στην εμφάνιση και 
στη συμπεριφορά, με την αγαπημένη 
μου γάτα Ανατολής. Είστε και οι δύο 
πολύ αδύνατοι, με μεγάλα αυτιά, μακριές 
πεταχτές ουρές, και κρυώνετε ακόμα κι 
όταν έξω έχει 20 βαθμούς. Ακόμα, της  
αρέσει να χώνεται κάτω από τις κουβέρ-
τες και να χουζουρεύει στον ήλιο. Της 
άρεσε να είναι έξω και να τρομοκρατεί τα 
διάφορα ζωντανά, αλλά μετακόμισε στην 
πόλη και δε μπορεί να βγαίνει έξω πια. 
  Έχω περάσει αρκετό καιρό στην Αγγλία 
(England) και ομολογώ ότι ανησυχούσα 
για την αντίδρασή σου στον καιρό. Φαίνε-
ται όμως ότι χειρίστηκες το θέμα με τη 
συνήθη σου χάρη και αυτοπεποίθηση. 

I have followed your adventures 
almost every day for the past two years. 
Despite the fact that I am a grown-up, I 
have a deep love of small, cute animals. It 
may not sound like a compliment to you, 
but you share several physical and per-
sonality traits with my beloved Oriental 
Shorthair cat. You are both very slim, with 
big ears, long whippy tails and a tendency 
to get cold even when it is 70 degrees. She 
also likes to burrow under blankets and 
nap in sunspots. She used to enjoy being 
outside, terrorizing the local wildlife, but 
has moved to the city and cannot go out 
any more. 
  I have spent considerable time in Eng-
land and I must say I was worried about 
your reaction to the weather. It seems 
you have handled it with your usual grace 
and aplomb. Since your owners seem 
terribly busy, I sometimes let myself 

Dear 
Charlie,

Αγαπητέ 
Τσάρλι,

Latin & greek • side-by-side setting, 9/12 (with alternate UC phi)

[ #18 ] 
letter 
from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

[ #18 ] 
επιστολή 
από 
Φιλαδέλφεια, Πενσυλβάνια
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hope that they may need to find another 
home for you. Say, a nice sunny place in 
Philadelphia where a dog-like cat lives? 
My husband does not think this is likely, 
as your owners do seem quite attached to 
you. However, I thought I would extend 
the offer just in case.
  Thanks to you and your people for shar-
ing a little bit of your life to make others 
smile, even on very bad days.

All the best,
Rachel F.

Μιας και τα αφεντικά σου είναι πολύ 
απασχολημένα, σκέφτομαι καμμιά φορά 
ότι μπορεί να χρειαστεί να βρουν νέο σπίτι 
για σένα. Τί θα έλεγες για ένα ηλιόλουστο 
μέρος στη Φιλαδέλφεια (Philadelphia) 
παρέα με μια γάτα που μοιάζει με σκύλο; 
Ο σύζυγός μου δε νομίζει ότι έχω πολλές 
ελπίδες, καθώς τα αφεντικά σου δείχνουν 
να σε αγαπούν ιδιαίτερα, αλλά στο γράφω 
για κάθε περίπτωση. 
   Σε ευχαριστώ, εσένα και τους ανθρώ-
πους γύρω σου, που μοιράζεσαι ένα μικρό 
κομμάτι της ζωής σου για να κάνουν τους 
άλλους να χαμογελάσουν, ακόμα κι αν η 
μέρα δεν είναι καθόλου καλή.  

Με τις καλύτερες ευχές μου, 
Ρέιτσελ Φ.
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Lowercase 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
áăâäæǽàāąãåǻćčçĉċďđéĕěêëėèēęğĝģġħĥıíĭ î ï ì ĩ ī įĳĵķĺľļ ŀ łńňņñ
óŏôöœòőōøǿõŕřŗśšşŝșßŧťţúŭûüùűūųůũẁŵẅẃỳŷÿýźžżðŋþ
fi fl

capitals 

A BCDEFGH IJ KLMNOPQRST UVWXYZ
Á Ă Â Ä ÆǼÀĀĄÃÅǺĆČÇĈĊĎĐÉĔĚÊËĖÈĒĘĞĜĢĠĦĤÍĬÎÏİÌĨĪĮ
ĲĴĶĹĽĻĿŁŃŇŅÑÓŎÔÖŒÒŐŌØǾÕŔŘŖŚŠŞŜȘŦŤŢÚŬÛÜÙŰ
ŪŲŮŨẀŴẄẂỲŶŸÝŹŽŻÐŊÞ

small caps 

abcdefghij klmnopqrst uvwxyz
áăâäæǽàāąãåǻćčçĉċďđéĕěêëėèēęğĝģġħĥíĭîï ì ĩ ī įĳĵķ 
ĺľļŀłńňņñóŏôöœòőōøǿõŕřŗśšşŝșŧťţúŭûüùűūųůũẁ
ŵẅẃỳŷÿýźžżðŋþ

latin

Figures

Proportional & Tabular old style

0123456789 0123456789
Proportional & Tabular Lining

01 23456789 0123456789
Related Symbols

<−×÷+±=≠≈>#$¢£¥€ƒ¤ 
| ¦◊∞∫∂√∆Ω∏∑µπ¬≤≥~^· °
%‰⁄¼½¾¹²³

character sets • roman

punctuation

( ) { } [ ] / \ ! ? ¡ ¿
: ; , ‚ „ .…‘ ’ “” ‹ ›«»_-–—

Special characters

ªº ' "№℮ℓ
¶@&†‡§•·©®™*
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Lowercase 

α βγδεζηθικλμνξοπρσςτ υφχψω
ά έ ήίϊ ΐόύϋΰώ 

λλ γγ

capitals

α βγδεζηθικλμνξ οπρστυ  φχψω
ΆΈΉΊΪΌΎΫΏ 
Alternate  (Stylistic Set 1)  φ

small caps 

αβγδεζηθικλμνξ οπρσ τ υφχψω
Ϊ Ϋ 
Alternate  (Stylistic Set 1)   φ

Greek

character sets • roman

Opentype features
• Small caps
• Case sensitive features
• Old style figures
• Lining figures
• Tabular old style figures
• Tabular lining figures
• Stylistic alternates/stylistic sets
• Ligatures
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lowercase

a bc d e f g h i j k l m n o pq r s t u v w x y z
á ă â ä æ ǽ à ā ą ã å ǻ ć č ç ĉ ċ ď đ é ĕ ě ê ë ė è ē ę ğ ĝ ģ ġ ħ ĥ ı í ĭ î ï ì ĩ ī į ĳ ĵ ķ ĺ ľ ļ ŀ ł ń ň ņ ñ 

ó ŏ ô ö œ ò ő ō ø ǿ õ ŕ ř ŗ ś š ş ŝ ș ß ŧ ť ţ ú ŭ û ü ù ű ū ų ů ũ ẁ ŵ ẅ ẃ ỳ ŷ ÿ ý ź ž ż ð ŋ þ

fl fi

capitals

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Á Ă Â Ä Æ Ǽ À Ā Ą Ã Å Ǻ Ć Č Ç Ĉ Ċ Ď Đ É Ĕ Ě Ê Ë Ė È Ē Ę Ğ Ĝ Ģ Ġ Ħ Ĥ Í Ĭ Î Ï İ Ì Ĩ Ī Į Ĳ Ĵ Ķ 

Ĺ Ľ Ļ Ŀ Ł Ń Ň Ņ Ñ Ó Ŏ Ô Ö Œ Ò Ő Ō Ø Ǿ Õ Ŕ Ř Ŗ Ś Š Ş Ŝ Ș Ŧ Ť Ţ Ú Ŭ Û Ü Ù Ű Ū Ų Ů

Ũ Ẁ Ŵ Ẅ Ẃ Ỳ Ŷ Ÿ Ý Ź Ž Ż Ð Ŋ Þ

character sets • Italic

latin italic

Figures

Proportional & Tabular old style

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Proportional & Tabular Lining

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Related Symbols

< − × ÷ + ± = ≠ ≈ > # $ ¢ £ ¥ € ƒ ¤ 
| ¦ ◊ ∞ ∫ ∂ √ ∆ Ω ∏ ∑ µ π ¬ ≤ ≥ ~ ^ · °
% ‰ ⁄ ¼ ½ ¾ ¹ ² ³

punctuation

( ) { } [ ] / \ ! ? ¡ ¿
: ; , ‚ „ . … ‘ ’ “ ” ‹ › « » _ - – —

Special characters

ª º ' " № ℮ ℓ
¶@ & † ‡ §•©®™ *
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Titles set in Seravek, designed by Eric Olson, process type foundry, 2007

visit Charlie online:
http://www.lovecharlie.org



The sly grey & white Charlie dog 
jumped over the lazy mud puddle

Elena was designed by Nicole Dotin and submitted 

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 

Master of Arts in Typeface Design, Department of 

Typography and Graphic Communication at the  

University of Reading, United Kingdom.

•
July 2007 

[ #72 ] almost pangram from emily lyn of cincinnati, ohio 


